Case report and review of the literature: spontaneous aortobronchial fistula.
We present a fatal case of aortobronchial fistula due to ruptured atherosclerotic aneurysm of the aorta into the left lower lobe, bronchus. Also, review of the pertinent literature is presented. Fistulas between the aorta and tracheobronchial tree are rare but usually lethal if not treated promptly and timely, as they can cause fatal hemoptysis. Aortobronchial fistulas occur most often in patients who have a history of thoracic vascular surgery. Nevertheless, few cases without previous thoracic surgery, trauma or infectious process of the aorta have been described in the literature. [corrected].